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Hardiplank®
Lap Siding

 RECOMMENDED CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS
OUTDOORS
1. Position cutting station so that wind will blow dust away from user or 
    others in work area.
2. Use one of the following methods based on the required cutting rate:
 a. Best: i. Score and snap
  ii. Shears (Pneumatic or Handheld)
 b. Better: i. Dust reducing circular saw equipped with 
  Hardiblade and HEPA vacuum extraction
 c. Good: i. Dust reducing circular saw with Hardiblade

* Space plank according to joint treatment either in 
“moderate contact” (joints not caulked) or in accordance 
with the caulking manufacturer’s written application
instructions (joints caulked), see detail at right.

† For application over foam insulation, the length of the specified fastener shall be increased by the thickness of the foam insulation.

The first course of any wall should be installed over a 1/4” lath strip to ensure 
a consistent plank angle (see figure 1).

1/4” thick lath strip

leave appropriate gap between
plank and trim, then caulk*

Hardiplank® lap siding can be installed over braced wood or steel studs spaced a 
maximum of 24” o.c. or directly to minimum 7/16” thick OSB sheathing. Hardiplank 
lap siding can also be installed over foam insulation up to 1” thick.†  Irregularities in 
framing, sheathing, and/or foam insulation can mirror through the finished application.

The use of a Weather-resistive barrier is required in frame construction with siding. 
James Hardie recommends the use of asphalt saturated felt or equivalent non-woven, 
non-perforated, vapor permeable building paper or housewrap. Note: James Hardie 
does not recommend the use of water repellant wood based panel sheathing as the 
primary weather resistive barrier. The weather resistive barrier must be appropriately 
incorporated with penetration and junction flashings. Materials must be lapped such 
that water will drain down and to the outside. James Hardie will assume no 
responsibilty for water infiltration within the wall.

INDOORS 
1. Position cutting station in well-ventilated area; otherwise, additional 
    mechanical ventilation (e.g. box fan, HEPA vacuum, etc.) is required 
2. Cut only using score and snap, or shears (manual, electric or pneumatic).

- NEVER use a power saw indoors 
- NEVER use a circular saw blade that does not carry the Hardiblade logo
- NEVER dry sweep

Additional exposure information is available at www.jameshardie.com to help you determine the most appropriate cutting method for 
your job requirements.  If concern still exists about exposure levels or protection levels, you should always consult a qualified industrial hygienist.

24” o.c. max.

IMPORTANT: FAILURE TO INSTALL AND FINISH THIS PRODUCT IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE BUILDING CODES AND JAMES 
HARDIE'S WRITTEN APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS MAY AFFECT SYSTEM PERFORMANCE, VIOLATE LOCAL BUILDING CODES, AND 

VOID THE PRODUCT ONLY WARRANTY.

James Hardie Building Products contain silica.  Inhalation of respirable silica can cause silicosis, a disabling  lung disease,  which is known to the State of California to cause lung cancer and potentially 
death.  When drilling, cutting, or abrading products during installation or handling: (1) Work outdoors where feasible, otherwise use mechanical ventilation, (2) Wear a dust mask, or if dust may exceed 
PEL, use NIOSH/MSHA approved respirator, (3) Warn others in area.  According to medical experts, and the Surgeon General for the United States, cigarette smoking can significantly increase your 
likelihood for contracting lung-related diseases, including silica-related lung diseases.  For further information, refer to our installation instructions and Material Safety Data Sheet available at 
www.jameshardie.com or by calling 1-800-9HARDIE. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO WARNINGS, MSDS, AND INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS MAY LEAD TO SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY.





CAULKING PAINTINGPATCHING

It is recommended that James Hardie products be 
painted with 100% acrylic topcoats.  Do not paint 
when wet. For application rates refer to paint 
manufacturers specifications.  Back-rolling is 
recommended if the siding is sprayed.

Dents, chips and cracks can be filled with 
a cementitious patching compound.

RECOGNITION:  In accordance with ICC-ES Legacy Report NER-405, Hardiplank lap siding is recognized as a suitable alternate to that specified in: the BOCA National Building Code/1999, the 
1997 Standard Building Code, the 1997 Uniform Building Code, the 1998 International One- and Two-Family Dwelling Code, the 2003 International Building Code, and the 2003 International 
Residential Code for One-and Two-Family Dwellings.  Hardiplank lap siding is also recognized for application in the following:  City of Los Angeles Research Report No. 24862, State of Florida
listing FL#889, Dade County, Florida NOA No. 02-0729.02, U.S. Dept. of HUD Materials Release 1263c, Texas Department of Insurance Product Evaluation EC-23, City of New York MEA 223-93-M, 
and California DSA PA-019.  These documents should also be consulted for additional information concerning the suitability of this product for specific applications.

Fasteners must be corrosion resistant, galvanized, or stainless steel.  
Electro-galvanized are acceptable may exhibit premature corrosion.  
James Hardie® recommends the use of quality, hot-dipped galvanized 
nails.  James Hardie is not responsible for the corrosion resistance of 
fasteners.  Stainless steel fasteners are recommended when installing 
James Hardie products near the ocean, large bodies 
of water, or in very humid climates.  Do not use 
aluminum fasteners, staples, or clipped head 
nails.

•  Consult applicable code compliance report for correct fasteners type and 
   placement to achieve specified design wind loads and shear values.
•  NOTE: Published shear values and wind loads may not be applicable to all
   areas where Local Building Codes have specific jurisdiction. Consult James
   Hardie Technical Services if you are unsure of applicable Building Code
   jurisdiction.
•  Drive fasteners perpendicular to siding and framing.
•  Fastener heads should fit snug against siding (no air space). (Fig. A & B)
•  Do not over-drive nail heads or drive nails at an angle.
•  If nail is countersunk, caulk nail hole and add a nail. (Fig. C)
•  Under driven nails should be hit flush to the plank with a hammer. 

figure A figure B figure C
do not under

drive nails

PNEUMATIC FASTENER:
Hardiplank® lap siding products can be hand nailed or fastened with a pneumatic tool.  
Pneumatic fastening is highly recommended.  Set air pressure so that the fastener is driven 
snug with the surface of the siding. A flush mount attachment on the pneumatic tool is 
recommended.  This will help control the depth the nail is driven. If setting the nail depth 
proves difficult, choose a setting that under drives the nail.  Hit the under driven nails snug 
with a smooth faced hammer. Do not over drive nails into Hardiplank® lap siding.

For best results use a latex sealant that complies 
with either ASTM C834 or ASTM C920 (Grade NS,
Class 25). Caulking should be applied in accordance
with the caulking manufacturer’s written instructions.
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Additional Installation Information, 
Warranties, and Warnings are available at

www.jameshardie.com
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